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Volunteer Role: Edible Gardening; Public Engagement Volunteer
Volunteer Area:  Community Team 
Division: Learning and Engagement, Public Engagement Team
Volunteering at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 

All known life depends on plants, and therefore furthering our knowledge of plants and fungi is vital to secure a sustainable, healthy, and prosperous future. As a world leader in a network of over 1,700 botanic gardens in 148 countries, with education programmes that reach learners in 55 countries and collaborative research programmes in 34 countries, The Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh is one of Scotland’s highest profile and most admired national and international institutions, and top visitor attractions.

Volunteers support the work of the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh in many ways and play a vital role in the welcome and experience of our visitors.  Volunteers are involved within various areas of the Garden including Horticulture, Science Communication, Phenology, Events, Exhibitions, Herbarium and Library.
About the Role

Edible Gardening at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh is a community focused programme. The aim is to share horticultural knowledge, skills and enthusiasm for growing food with diverse communities. This work is supported by players of People’s Postcode Lottery. 
Main Duties

· Support the delivery of a programme of drop-in sessions where members of the public and booked-in community groups can make connections with people and plants and learn practical techniques for growing, harvesting and using food plants. 
· Contribute to setting up a display and activities, facilitating activities such as seed sowing and simple games, and answering food growing questions.
· Assist with local community groups (this may involve working with children and vulnerable adults) booked into seasonal workshops.
· Guided tours of the edible garden and demonstration garden area for members of the public and booked community groups. 
· Creating a warm and friendly welcome for garden visitors, other volunteers and students, answering questions and engaging with the public.

Commitment

At least one volunteer session a month. These will take place on Mondays, 1.30pm – 4.00pm, March – October. A rota will be created based on volunteer availability and public and community demand.
Experience and Qualities

Essential qualities for this role are:

· An interest in gardening and growing food
· Ability to work as part of a close-knit team with a friendly, positive and welcoming attitude
· Being open to learning and developing new skills
· An interest in sharing their skills knowledge and experience with other people
· Some horticultural knowledge is preferred

Minimum Age

18
Training Given

What we can offer

· Practical experience and training within a horticultural setting 
· Training relevant to the role 
· References, advice and networking opportunities
· 10% discount in the shop

Application Information
Closing date 24th April 2026
Support

We encourage applications from volunteers from diverse backgrounds, and value the positive impact that this has on our team.  RBGE is committed to ensuring that all volunteers are treated equally irrespective of their age, disability, gender reassignment, race, religion or belief, sex, sexual orientation, marriage or civil partnership, and pregnancy or maternity.
If you have any access requirements or questions relating to this volunteering opportunity, please do not hesitate to get in touch
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