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Introduction to course

Welcome

We are delighted that you are considering joining the RHS Level 3 Certificate
course(s) here at RBGE.

The RHS Level 3 Certificate in the Principles of Horticulture comprises of two
parts: the Certificate in the Principles of Plant Growth, Health and Applied
Propagation (Certificate 1) and the Certificate in the Principles of Garden
Planning, Construction and Planting (Certificate 2). Both certificates together
can be combined with a practical certificate to make the RHS Level 3 Diploma in
the Principles and Practices of Horticulture. We do not offer the practical
certificate, which is required to be awarded the Diploma.

The RHS Level 3 Certificate 1 and 2 courses are stand-alone qualifications and
can be applied for separately. Many people choose which certificate to take
according to their interests or depending on what they intend to do after
gaining the certificate. These certificates are ideal if you have a real passion for
plants and gardens.

This handbook introduces you to the RHS Level 3 course content and structure.
We hope it answers all your questions, but please don’t hesitate to contact us
via the details below if you have any further queries.

Royal RBGE Education Department
Botanic Garden rhslevel3@rbge.org.uk
Edinburgh 0131 248 2937

All information is correct at the time of publication and is subject to change.
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1. Course Completion Deadline

Due to changes to the RHS qualifications, the last exam offering for this version
of the qualification will be in February 2023.

By signing up for this course you are acknowledging that you must complete
the course by this time in order to gain the qualification.

RBGE will continue to keep the resources up to date and offer support for the
current version of the qualification through to the last set of exams. There will
be no need for students to register and pay for the new qualification when it
launches unless they have not completed by February 2023.
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2. Certificate 1: Principles of Plant Growth, Health and
Applied Propagation

2.1 Introduction to certificate

The RHS Level 3 Certificate in the Principles of Plant Growth, Health and Applied
Propagation builds on the current RHS Level 2 certificate and delivers a broad-
based understanding of horticultural techniques and plant biology. If you are
based in Scotland, it is equivalent to something between a higher and an
advanced higher or to an English A-Level.

It provides students with a qualification that is recognised internationally by the
horticulture industry. This broad base makes it ideal for those wishing to pursue
a career in any branch of horticulture. It is also perfect for leisure gardeners who
would like to expand their horticultural knowledge, and to have it formally
assessed.

2.2 Learning hours and QCF credits

The RHS Level 3 Certificate 1 course is structured around the examinations set
by the RHS, so the content is predominantly theory. It is a part of the wider
Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF).

The course is organised into four units and the learning hours recommended by
the RHS and the QCF credits for each unit are as shown below.

. Additional
. Guided | g \t-directed | 1ot QcF
Unit learning . . Qualification o A
studies in . Credits
hours Time*
hours
R3101: Plant
taxonomy, structure 32 23 55 5
and function
R3102: The root
enVIrqnment, plant_ 8 59 50 5
nutrition and growing
systems
R3103: The
management of plant 24 16 40 3
health.
R3104:
Undgrstandlng 1 14 35 5
applied plant
propagation

*The RHS have estimated that the Total Qualification Time required for students
to study this certificate is 180 hours. We have apportioned the number of hours
required for each unit based on the guided learning hours.

“The total number of QCF credits for this Certificate is 15 Credits.
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2.3 Unit Descriptors
R3101: Plant taxonomy, structure and function

This is the botany section and really helps you to get to grips with plants, their
diversity and how they work. There are 7 major learning areas in this part of the
course, including plant taxonomy, tissues, reproduction, photosynthesis and
respiration, transport, and regulation of growth. Understanding this helps you
make sense of many of the processes later in the course.

R3102: The root environment, plant nutrition and growing systems

This unit begins with a look at soil classification and formation and the
underlying rocks and their properties. The focus shifts to a detailed look at the
properties of the mineral and biological components of soils and growing media.
We also look at nutrient cycles in soil and plants as well as causes and
symptoms of deficiencies. Finally, this unit introduces the principles of organic
growing and the ways in which soils and plant health can be managed in organic
systems.

R3103: The management of plant health

This unit covers three major learning areas. Firstly you will be expected to
identify a wide range of pests, diseases and weeds and know how to manage
and control them by different methods, including integrated pest management.
Secondly, to understand how and when chemical controls can be used and
stored to minimise damage to non-target organisms. Thirdly there is a focus on
biosecurity and reducing the spread of pests and diseases.

R3104: Understanding applied plant propagation

This unit looks at how the germinating seed works, the requirements for seed
storage and conservation, breaking dormancy and ensuring successful
germination. Vegetative propagation will cover different methods of
propagation, including grafting, bulb propagation and micro-propagation and a
look at a range of facilities used for vegetative propagation.

6 RBGE February 2021



3. Certificate 2: Principles of Garden Planning,
Construction and Planting

3.1 Introduction to certificate

The RHS Level 3 Certificate in the Principles of Garden Planning, Construction
and Planting builds on the current RHS Level 2 certificate and delivers a broad-
based understanding of garden design, construction and planting. If you are
based in Scotland, it is equivalent to something between a higher and an
advanced higher, or to an English A-Level.

It provides students with a qualification that is recognised internationally by the
horticulture industry. This broad base makes it ideal for those wishing to pursue
a career in any branch of horticulture or garden design. It is also perfect for
leisure gardeners who would like to expand their horticultural knowledge, and to
have it formally assessed. It is an ideal precursor to relevant diploma and degree
programmes here at RBGE.

3.2 Learning hours and QCF credits

. . Self-directed
Unit learning . .
studies in .
Time
28 22
24 6 3
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