Mounting herbarium specimens

Collecting specimens for mounting

If you are collecting the fresh specimen, remembeut it so that it fits the herbarium sheet after
the specimen has been dried.

Show the important parts of the plant, e.g. backkfeonts of leaves and flowers; if fruits are
large cut one open to show the inside.

If the specimen is too tall to fit on one sheet,itto fit several sheets, e.g. including a
bottom/root section, a middle section, and the tomne sheet showing leaves and the second
flowers and/or fruits.

Mounting the specimens

Plant specimens are received for mounting in flo@per ‘flimsies’ each of which includes the
plant’s identification label. The mounting proc@sgolves three stages:

Laying out, e.g. arranging the specimen, label and papeutafs loose plant material on the
mounting board,;

Glueing the specimen to the board;

Finishing off, in which the glued specimen is secured more ¥iroyl taping, and for heavier
specimens sewing.

Stage 1. Laying out

Specimens are mounted on 42.5 x 26 cm off-whitkiaat quality mounting board: light,

medium (550 mic) or heavy (1100 mic) weight. Sethe most appropriate board for your
specimen, trim the label neatly if necessary, daod o the bottom righthand corner of the board
with PVA glue (polyvinylacetate). (With very largpecimens it may be necessary to ‘tip’, ie
partially glue the label, but avoid this whenevesgible.) If you have to use more than one sheet
for a single specimen, mark eg ‘Sheet 1 of 2’ ingladmmediately above the label. Det slips are
also glued just above the label.

Arrange the specimen as well as possible on thedbeasuring fruits, flowers and fronts and
backs of leaves are clearly displayed (you may hawem the specimen). Try to arrange the
specimen so that you leave a small margin all rahedoard. Do not put too much on a sheet
and try not to let individual plants or pieces dapr space them out. If the plants are very small,
mount 3 or 4 and put the rest in the capsule dfdglare too many plants or pieces make a
duplicate, including a photocopy of the label ang ather notes.
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Laying out

Glue a paper capsule in one of the free cornetiseo$heet for any loose plant material and/or a
sample of relevant plant parts, eg leaf, fruitdsé®wer. Various sizes of capsule are available:
choose an appropriate one, and after glueing #imyfisecure it with a brass paperclip. Large
fruits are packed in bags or boxes for the carposdgollection, together with a photocopy of
the label, which is cross-referenced with the heubasheet. Plants which may shed seed (eg
someTaraxacumEpilobium Abies Piceg are mounted in a full-sheet size capsule glugtid¢o
herbarium sheet before mounting.(Glue the labé&héaighthand outside flap of the capsule.)

In the mounting room, batches of laid out specinaesplaced in wooden trays prior to glueing.

Paper capsule for representative pieces of the plan



Stage 2. Glueing

The second stage is glueing the plant to the boasird) PVA glue. Mix some PVA with a very
little water to an easy spreading consistency.thayspecimen face down on some clean
newspaper, and using a small, firm brush apply gkrgly and evenly. Do not glue single
flowers or fruits, rhododendrons, or the tips asy inflorescences. (If the plant has very fine
leaves (eg somEaraxacumBegonig it may be easier to leave it right-side up ontieebarium
sheet and dot glue under the plant with a sma#bar scalpel.)

Glueing

When all parts of the plant have been glued, thenspecimen over carefully, and position on the
board. Remove any excess glue using soft dampriggiaper and/or a small clean brush and
water. Blot the specimen thoroughly, place in a eotray, and cover with a sheet of tissue,
several sheets of thick blotting paper and a sagdop heavy book for weight. If you are glueing
a very fragile specimen or a bulky one, use a shigfetam over the tissue to cushion it.

The completed batch of specimens is left overniglalry.

Pressing overnight



Stage 3. Finishing off

To finish off, stems, flowers and leaves tped using gummed white archival quality tape cut
in strips of varying widths. Ensure that the tap@ucked securely round the stem, and that the
ends are firmly pressed down (use the back of@ssser end of your tweezers).

Heavy or woody plants, and larger fruits are aeanon, using strong brown polyester/cotton
thread which is knotted on the back, with the krmtered with a square of tape. With the heavier
weights of board you may have to punch sewing hioddsre stitching.

Finishing off: taping (strapping)

Finishing off: sewing

The amount of taping and sewing varies dependinifp@ispecimen, but pay particular attention
to leaf tips, fragile stems, flowers or fruits aanuly parts close to the edge of the board. Keep
tapes horizontal or at 45 degrees to the foot@hrbarium sheet wherever possible. Stitch
across rootballs and bulky fruits. Occasionallynéy be necessary to double stitch (ie take the
thread round twice) if the specimen is very largéeavy. If smaller fruits are numerous, stitch
or tape 3 or 4. Stitch woody stems at 8 — 10 cerwvatls, and always stitch either side of the
‘elbow’ if a woody stem has been bent (finer hedmacs or grass stems can just be taped).
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