
 

 

 Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 
 

Destructive Sampling of Herbarium Specimens 
 

 

Policy & Procedure 
 

1. In response to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh supplies 

plant material, including seeds, DNA and pollen samples on condition that: 

 

a) The plant material is used for the common good in areas of Research, Education, Conservation and the 

development of Botanic Gardens. 

b) Access to material from RBGE’s Collection is for non-commercial use only. Any commercial exploitation 

of material must be carried out under the terms of the Convention on Biological Diversity and will require 

the full agreement of the host country that provided the source material. 

c) The genetic material, its products or resources deriving from it are not passed on to a third party for 

commercialisation without written permission from the country of origin and Royal Botanic Garden 

Edinburgh, in accordance with the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

 

2. All Requests for removal of samples from herbarium specimens should be addressed to the Herbarium Curator.  

Requests should specify the type of material required and the nature of the research. 

 

No material may be removed from specimens without prior consent from the Herbarium Curator. 

 

3. Evidence must be produced that DNA extraction has been successful from herbarium sheets in the group 

concerned, usually the genus. 

 

4. Each request must be accompanied by a signed ‘Conditions of Use of material derived from the RBGE 

Herbarium Collection’ declaration form (CBD). The CBD form for Herbarium material is available on the web. 

No material will be sent out until a completed CBD form has been received. 

 

5. If permission is granted the material requested will be removed by staff of the RBGE. Details of the sampling 

will be recorded onto the Herbarium data-base and noted on to the Herbarium sheet. This will included the type 

of material removed, reference number, date of removal, name and Institution of the person who requested the 

material.  

 

6. It is a condition of supply that any publication resulting from the use of plant material should acknowledge the 

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh as supplier or, under certain circumstances, be published in collaboration 

with staff from RBGE. A copy of any publication, report or data gained from the material MUST be lodged 

with the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh. 

 

7. An aliquot from each DNA sampling will be returned to RBGE. 

 

8. RBGE reserves the right to refuse, without explanation if necessary, to supply genetic resources to a Recipient.  

 

No material will be taken from Type Specimens, historical specimens,  or specimens dried in alcohol. 

 

9. The herbarium specimen may be requested on loan for consultation. This should be requested separately from 

the Specimen Administration Officer. h.hoy@rbge.org.uk  

The taxon, collector’s name and collection number must be referred to when requesting and citing the voucher 

specimen.  

 

10. The Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh cannot guarantee the material as verified. Any queries should be sent to 

the Herbarium Curator. 



Please retain a copy of this form for your own records 

 
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh  
 

Conditions of use of material derived from the RBGE Herbarium Collection 

 
 

 

1. In response to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh supplies plant 

material, including seeds, DNA and pollen samples  on condition that: 

 

a) The plant material is used for the common good in areas of Research, Education, Conservation and the development 

of Botanic Gardens. 

b) Access to material from RBGE’s Collection is for non-commercial use only. Any commercial exploitation of material 

must be carried out under the terms of the Convention on Biological Diversity and will require the full agreement of 

the host country that provided the source material. 

c) The genetic material, its products or resources deriving from it are not passed on to a third party for 

commercialisation without written permission from the country of origin and Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, in 

accordance with the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

 

2. If permission is granted the material requested will be removed by staff of the RBGE. Details of the sampling will be 

recorded onto the Herbarium data-base and noted on to the Herbarium sheet. This will included the type of material 

removed, reference number, date of removal, name and Institution of the person who requested the material.  

 

3. It is a condition of supply that any publication resulting from the use of plant material should acknowledge the Royal 

Botanic Garden Edinburgh as supplier or, under certain circumstances, be published in collaboration with staff from 

RBGE. A copy of any publication, report or data gained from the material MUST be lodged with the Royal Botanic 

Garden Edinburgh. 

 

4. An aliquot from each DNA sampling will be returned to RBGE. 

 

5. RBGE reserves the right to refuse, without explanation if necessary, to supply genetic resources to a Recipient.  

 

6. The Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh cannot guarantee the material as verified. 

 

Requested by:  Position:  

Supervisor: 

(if appropriate) 

 

Organisation:  Herbarium Code  

Department:  

 

 

Address: 

Post/Zipcode:  Tel. Number  

Country:  Fax. Number:  

Email:  Web site:  

Signed:    

Supervisor Signed:  Date: dd/mm/yy   

 

Please return this form to: 

Herbarium Curator 

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh  

20A Inverleith Row 

Edinburgh  

EH3 5LR 

Scotland, UK. 

Fax: +44 (0)131 248 2901 
 

I agree to comply with the conditions above. 

For official use 

Desiderata ref #  
Psource:  
Herbaria:  
Internal Contact  

 

Data Source: 


