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Hard Rain Hits the Cowal Peninsula

An exceptional and inspirational outdoor photographic exhibition which is rolling out to rave reviews around the world has arrived at Benmore Botanic Garden, near Dunoon. Hard Rain – Remaking A World Gone Wrong is a series of soul searching images from around the globe. Inspired by the Bob Dylan classic lyric A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall, it is a reflection of mankind’s destructive impact on our planet.

Dylan fans, photography enthusiasts and anyone concerned with the state of the world in which we live will be moved by this powerful commentary on climate change, environmental collapse and global poverty. Mark Edwards, the photographer behind the emotive exhibition seen by 250,000 visitors to the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh (RBGE), employs a thought-provoking array of images as part of his mission against man’s destruction of the planet. He presents the photographs as a plea to world leaders – and all citizens – to reinvent the modern world so that it is compatible with nature.

Reportedly penned in half-an-hour, A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall was composed by Dylan in 1962 at the height if the Cuban Missile Crisis, the point of the Cold War confrontation between the Soviet Union and the United States when missiles were allegedly placed on Cuba to protect the island from further attacks by its neighbour following the failed Bay of Pigs invasion to overthrow the Castro government. To Dylan - and to many others - nuclear war and total destruction felt imminent and it caused him to reflect poignantly on the state of the world.

Seven years later, in 1969, Edwards was lost in the Sahara and was rescued by a Tuareg nomad who took him to his people, made a fire, then produced  a cassette player and played a bootlegged copy of the Dylan song. So moved by the lyrics was the photographer that he determined to illustrate the symbolic language with his own images. In pursuing his quest he has so far visited more than 150 countries, developing an exhibition which will continue to evolve. The resulting collection reinterprets Dylan’s masterpiece song as a powerful commentary through the use of a spectacular 50-metre outdoor canvas.

Alan Bennell, Head of Visitor Services for the four Gardens of RBGE explained the importance of transferring the banner to Benmore: “After it’s enormous success in Edinburgh, we are now delighted to be touring it to RBGE’s Regional Gardens. Mark Edwards’ deeply evocative images, set to Dylan’s telling words, challenge us all to take better care of our fellow humans and the planet we share. His themes are central to the work of this Botanic Garden and the exquisite setting of Benmore, with its majestic trees and shrubs, provides a uniquely stunning backdrop for this important exhibition about our environment”.

Benmore Curator, Peter Baxter, added: “For Mark Edwards the urgency of articulating our headlong collision with nature has become something of a mission. In this exhibition he uses his photography to get across his message in the hope of inspiring people to engage in the debate about how the approach the challenges that face our planet. And, as an organisation with a remit to conserve our natural habitats, such exhibitions are an important part of the message we want to put out to all our visitors”.

ENDS

For more information, images and interviews contact Shauna Hay on 0131 248 2900.

EDITOR’S NOTES
Hard Rain runs at Benmore Botanic Garden, near Dunoon, until Sunday, June 8, 10:30 – 16:30 (March), 10:30 – 17:30 (April – June). Normal Garden admission charges apply. 

Benmore Botanic Garden is part of the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh (RBGE). Along with the Edinburgh Garden; Logan Botanic Garden, Dumfries & Galloway and Dawyck Botanic Garden, in the Scottish Borders, its mission is to explore and explain the world of plants. Primarily, the organisation is a scientific research institution with a worldwide reputation for its expertise in the study and conservation of plants. It has specialists working in more than 40 countries around the world and operates field stations from the Himalaya to Central America.

Benmore comprises 140 acres. It’s entrance is through an imposing avenue of Giant Redwoods, planted in 1863 and now around 170 feet high. From there the visitor can take a variety of waymarked trails through flowering magnolias, towering conifers and over 300 species of rhododendrons, ranging in size from small bushes to large trees.

The Garden is open from 10:00, seven days a week from March 1 to October 31. Adult entry is £4.00, concessions £3.50, children £1.00 and families £9.00

